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Recording artist Loreena McKennitt leaving Facebook
Despite having 547,000 followers, it’s a price she’s prepared to pay
STRATFORD, Ont.– In response to recent and on-going revelations about the extensive misuse of
people’s personal data connected to Facebook, the award-winning Canadian singer/composer Loreena
McKennitt and Quinlan Road, her independent record label and management company, have decided to
eliminate Facebook from their operations as of June 1st. Despite a following of 547,000 users, she is
prepared to accept the inevitable ‘cost’ associated with the move.
“There’s no question it will hit us,” says McKennitt, “but I have grave concerns about the negative impact this misuse
is having on our privacy, our democracy and society in general. I want to lend my full support to the legislators who must
now work to prevent these invasive, predatory and manipulative practices from continuing. For me, the time has come.”
The multi-platinum artist is no stranger to the perils of privacy invasion. In 2005, she was involved in an
acrimonious court case in England when a former friend and employee published a book containing
intimate details of their friendship and of McKennitt’s own grief after her fiancé drowned in a boating
accident. McKennitt argued that this and other information that was shared was private and confidential
and the former friend had no right to publish it. The English courts agreed and ruled in McKennitt’s
favour. The judgment, known as McKennitt v Ash, set an important legal precedent in the area of privacy
rights and was upheld by the House of Lords in 2007.
On May 11, 2018 McKennitt will release a highly-anticipated new album, Lost Souls, her first original
recording since 2006. Despite the inherent advertising and marketing opportunities with Facebook, the
independent artist has decided to redirect her 547,000 Facebook followers to her own website. There,
they’ll be invited to join her mailing list to receive information about her music, releases, tours and other
activities. In order to give her followers time to migrate and her business and distribution partners sufficient
notice to make the necessary adjustments, McKennitt has set the date of her Facebook withdrawal for June
1st.
“After watching Mark Zuckerberg’s appearance before Congress and hearing him accept that these industries and
monopolies will need regulating, I’m heartened that things will now start heading in a better direction, hopefully
harmonizing with the more advanced legislation Europe is about to launch in May,” McKennitt says.
If and when sufficient new privacy regulations are put into place, she may consider rejoining Facebook.
This move comes on the heels of similar positions taken by Privacy and Information Commissioners
around the world (New Zealand, UK, Canada) and of those expressed by people like Sean Parker,
Facebook’s first president, well-known tech investor Roger McNamee and another former Facebook
executive, Chamath Palihapitiya.
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“I realise by taking this step it may become more difficult for us to reach out to people, but that is a price we are
prepared to pay,” says McKennitt. “At the same time, I’m aware that for many people Facebook has run its course and
this may be the time for them to move on too.”
McKennitt’s eclectic Celtic blend of pop, folk and world music has sold over 14 million albums worldwide.
Her recordings have achieved Gold, Platinum and multi-Platinum status in 15 countries on four
continents. She has twice been nominated for a Grammy Award and has won two Juno Awards, as well as a
Billboard International Achievement Award.
She has performed in some of the world’s most-respected and historic concert venues, from Carnegie Hall
to the famous Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain and for dignitaries including Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and numerous heads of state.
In addition to her musical career, McKennitt has been recognized for a number of noteworthy
philanthropic initiatives, including:




The Cook-Rees Memorial Fund for Water Search and Safety
Falstaff Family Centre
Honorary Colonel of the Royal Canadian Air Force

In 2004, McKennitt was awarded the Order of Canada and in 2013 was appointed Knight of the National
Order of Arts and Letters of the Republic of France.

For more information or to request an interview,
please contact press@quinlanroad.com or call +1-519-273-3876
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